State, Government, Politics

The shuttle flies, and creaks the loom.
Day and night we weave in the gloom.
Weaving thy shroud, we still rehearse
And weave in the warp the threefold curse.
We weave, we weave !

HEINRICH HEINE,   1840-1855

No life for me after this without liberty! So long as the
oppression continues under which I see my fatherland sigh-
ing my indignant heart will bleed.

FERDINAND  FREILIGRATH, May  1844

From these few conversations I have realized the confusion
and disorder in the highest circles and have seen how every
popular wish that is not in harmony with the views of the
government is regarded as a crime against the State.

PRINCE  CHLODWIG ZU  HOHENLOHE-SCHIIXINGSFURST, 1845

German patriotism was from the very beginning directed
against the future, against the revolution, and against
France, the land of revolution. It comes from Russia. Its
midwife is the national religiosity of the Russians, their
devout submissiveness.                * ARNOLD RUGE, 1846

Anyone who objectively considers our speeches, our actions,
our thoughts and feelings of the last twenty or thirty years,
must admit that our interest in politics was predominantly
philosophical, poetical, rhetorical: that realities, and prac-
tical problems, and the end-results of political life, were of
less importance to us than recourse to something over which
we could philosophize and declaim in a witty and enthu-
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